TIPS FOR IMPROVING YOUR CHILD’S READING FLUENCY

What is fluency?

Fluent reading:  smooth flow rather than a choppy sound, includes expression/tone changes/inflection, attends to punctuation, a rate that is not too fast and not too slow, sounds like natural speaking

Tips for parents to try at home:
· Read aloud to your child often, he or she needs to hear what fluent reading sounds like

· Read out loud together in a choral fashion- your child’s voice will attempt to copy/echo your fluent reading along the way 

(it is not necessary to read an entire book in this style, but maybe a few passages or pages)
· Tape record your child reading a short section of a book or reading a poem, have him or her listen to the tape.  Next, have your child read the same passage again and listen to both of the readings.  After several tapings of the same passage, your child should notice that the reading “sounds” better, more like their talking voice, less choppy
· Read a passage or poem to your child 2 times:  the first time with flow and expression and the second time in a monotone/choppy fashion.  Ask your child which sounded better and was more enjoyable to listen to- why?-  (your child should explain what they heard)
· Have your child practice reading a selected book several times in preparation for reading to a younger child (sibling, cousin, neighbor…)  They can think about character voices they’ll use, places in the story where they have to lift their voice for a question mark or exclamation point
· Listen to books on tape at home and in the car- again, your child will hear a model of fluent reading
· Encourage your child to read and act out plays with their friends or family members, perform them for an audience-  (you can check out play books at your local library)
